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We managed four work mornings in October and one in January but due to the various lockdowns we
have not been able to carry out any work mornings since then. The trustees will review the situation and
advise when we plan to commence group work sessions.
When work mornings resume, they will follow the latest government guidance on social distancing, with
people working in small groups of no more than six people and keeping 2m apart. Refreshments will be
provided as usual - from a distance! Please do not attend if you are showing any coronavirus
symptoms.
Under normal circumstances, work mornings occur every first Saturday of the month (except January) at
10am on Pound Lane outside the schools, ending around 12 noon.
If there is any doubt about the weather you may want to phone us before coming. We provide all of the
tools and the refreshments.
February 2021
The “double whammy” effect of the Coronavirus restrictions and the months of heavy rain has meant that
it was not possible to hold a workday this month. We would normally be merrily scything the sedge area
and making bonfires by now, but it seems that we will have to forego that annual task for this year. The
trustees are extremely frustrated by this lack of activity and sorry not to be gathering together for our
usual sociable work parties. We can only hope that things might allow us to re-start in March.
January 2021
We managed a New Years work morning on a cold and frosty day, with the temperature only just above
freezing. 13 volunteers turned up in various stages to help with the usual winter tasks. We split into 2
groups – one group went to the eastern boundary of the meadow to scythe the invasive reeds which
would eventually go everywhere if left to their own devices, and the second group made a start on raking
up the grass which was mown in the middle of December by our contractor. This was made quite difficult
by the fact the lying grass had frozen into lumps and was therefore not easy to rake up. We did the best
we could in the conditions and at least, had a good workout!

During January Ian finished the difficult job of tying in the willows to make an archway over the
boardwalk. It will soon begin to sprout and look a lot better with some greenery on it.
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October 2020
October began with terrible weather and the cancellation of our regular workday. This is almost unknown
in our ten-year history, but conditions were so bad on the Friday and Saturday that Friday was declared
the wettest on record since 1897!! A month’s worth of rain fell in 3 days, but some good news – North
Somerset Council's rights of way team have not just repaired the bridge over the Spout, but completely
replaced it and laid a firm foundation between the gate and the riverbank, giving us much improved
access in wet weather.

October was also notable for the huge crop of acorns which the Oak trees have produced, they were
thick underfoot in the lane. Every few years, some species of trees and shrubs produce a bumper crop of
their fruits or nuts. The collective term for these fruits and nuts is 'mast', so we call this a mast year.
Later in the month we managed four work mornings, in order to scythe the wildflower meadow. Other
tasks include keeping the boardwalk vegetation back and painting the dipping platform with a non-slip
surface. During the scything an exciting find is made in the grass – what we thought was a Harvest
Mouse (Micromys minutus) nest and later confirmed for us by Gill Brown. The nest is completely
distinctive and may indicate that others are present. If we had not been doing our own grass cutting, we
would never have made this remarkable find. There is much information on the internet about the repurposing of used Wimbledon tennis balls to make homes for harvest mice. Terry has designed some for
us and we will be putting them out next year at nesting time.

September 2020
September has been a busy month down at Moorend Spout with two work mornings and some new
fencing. This year, we're going to see if it's possible to become self-sufficient in cutting our wildflower
meadows by scything the most flower-rich areas ourselves, so we need more work mornings to manage
this.
During the first work morning, the usual clearance and site maintenance was undertaken, as well as the
removal of the inspection chamber to the Jacklands Tunnel. This drainage tunnel runs east-west below
the field but has become blocked somewhere underground, resulting in water backing up into the
meadow and causing some areas to become very wet even in the summer. Costs to investigate the
blockage and clear the pipe are likely to be prohibitive so we have decided to embrace new water
feature as a new pond. However, as the new pond area is shallow around the edges and then suddenly
drops to around 1.5m in depth, we employed a local agricultural contractor to install a new fence around
this area to keep the public away from the water. A locked gate will still enable us to manage this area.

Removal of turf from an area within the meadow was also undertaken as an experiment. Wild flower
seed will be planted here to determine if this results in a better germination rate and stops the grasses
from smothering any flowers.
During the second work morning, we erected a new owl box at the eastern end of the field. The box was

constructed by the Nailsea Shedders. A team effort was required to carry the box and pole down from
Pound Lane. The box was raised more easily than we expected and is not too conspicuous from a
distance. We already have an owl box at the western end of the meadow but male and female birds
prefer to live separately and so we hope we may have some success getting new residents to both
boxes.

Scything of the field was also undertaken during both work mornings by a small team. This is hard work
given the size of the meadow but our keen scything team are slowly working their way through it.

August 2020
We held two well-attended work mornings in August. The first involved the usual site maintenance such
as pond clearance, as well as drainage works in the meadow. The second involved the installation of a
new bench by the top pond, funded by donations from Nailsea Lions and Daphne Trott. Thanks to
everyone who joined us on a very hot sunny day to complete this project.

June 2020
13 volunteers attended our first socially-distanced work morning. We undertook the usual jobs for the
time of year - clearing along the boardwalk and pulling weeds out of the ponds. The plug plants close to
the embankment in the meadow were also watered.
May 2020
It was the hottest and driest May since records began in 1929. Weekly watering sessions with four
volunteers have been taking place to keep our plug plants from drying out and it looks as though we are
winning, the Ox-eye Daisies have little flowers on them! The orchids have not fared so well this year.
Orchids are notoriously unreliable plants and will have good and bad years, so we hope this poor
showing is just a response to the very dry conditions.
Other things are doing well, we have seen good numbers of butterflies, mainly Orange Tips, Greenveined Whites, Peacocks and the Common Blues appeared around the 19th of the month.
We held a small work session (socially distanced of course) to tackle the blanket weed in the top pond.
We found many Caddisfly larvae, amazing little moth like creatures which use all manner of pond detritus
to make portable shelters for themselves in the larval stage- which are constantly being repaired when
damaged, or rebuilt as the larva grows. They use various parts of living or dead vegetation such as
twigs, stems, leaves, needles or pieces of bark. Consequently, they are easy to miss. We also came
across some Smooth Newts and the impressive “nymph” or larval stage of the Emperor Dragonfly – a
rather fearsome looking creature and aggressive predator, which is likely to have some impact on the
native species composition of the pond. However, they are magnificent in flight.
Visitors have continued in a steady stream for the last two months; all are very appreciative of our work,
most saying that they never knew what was there. It has been a particular joy to see all the young
families having a good time, making use of the improvements we have made and enjoying the peace

and beauty of the reserve. Even the willows at the end of the boardwalk have become a bit of an
imaginary “jungle”. The ponds have been a great success story, we could never have imagined how well
the dipping platform would be used.
April 2020
Since travel has not been possible because of Coronavirus restrictions, people are looking for
somewhere local to go for their daily walk. Spring sunshine and warmer than average temperatures has
meant that people are out and about in droves and Moorend Spout has suddenly come on to the ‘radar’
of locals who have never ventured down here before. A new interpretation board has been installed
close to the entrance to the reserve - great timing!

From 19th-21st of the month a team of 3-4 volunteers managed to plant around 200 wild flower plug
plants in the meadow in very warm and dry conditions and at correct social distancing!! We planted a
mixture of Ox-eye Daisy, Yarrow, Knapweed and Wild Clary. Ian rigged up a very effective watering
system from the river above, which will need to be done regularly unless we get lots of rain!
March 2020
We had our usual good luck with a dry but cloudy day for our March work party. 12 volunteers turned up
to help with a variety of tasks. We based ourselves in the meadow this time and a start was made on
clearing some ground for the hundreds of plug plants we have on order. Little progress was made on this
and a more appealing task was to put up the new interpretation board for the meadow. We are extremely
pleased with this and Ian has done a brilliant job of mounting it.
Over at the ponds it is a life and death situation! We are fairly horrified to find a lot of dead and half eaten
frogs. The likely culprits are Otters and to confirm this some spraint was identified in the grass around
the second pond. However, new life was also evident with many clumps of frog spawn and even some
toad spawn which is a first for us! This appears quite unlike frogspawn – it is laid in long strings like
beads rather than a clump, you cannot mistake it. Good to know that we have this amazing variety of
creatures coming to the ponds, even though we never see them.
Over in the meadow things are looking a little more promising. The Marsh Marigolds (Caltha palustris)
are flowering around the first pond which brightens up the landscape. This plant has a variety of folk
names – kingcups, meadow bright, water buttercup, soldier’s buttons to name but a few. The ‘Caltha’
part of the name derives from an ancient Greek word for goblet. The books say it flowers from AprilAugust, but most flowering plants are earlier these days.
Later in the month, a group of trustees planted a Downy Birch (Betula pubescens) in memory of a local
family. The Downy Birch is a British Native which thrives on wetter soils than the more familiar Silver
Birch (Betula pendula). While we are there, we see a couple of Roe Deer in the next field and catch the
sound of the first Chiff Chaffs singing from the carr.
February 2020
Repairs to the Spout bridge and the embankment are scheduled by North Somerset Council, but they
are unable to proceed until the weather improves. At the workday some attempts were made to improve
the entrance to the reserve by the Spout with chippings, but it made little impact on the depth of the mud!
14 volunteers continued with the scything of the sedges and brambles and thanks to a very stiff breeze,
we managed to burn about 90% of the arisings, with our smoke reaching all the way down to the
Clevedon Road! Our supply of new rakes and forks made the job a lot easier and quicker.
January 2020
The Annual Report for 2020 is here (pdf).
A rare dry and sunny day on 10th January brought 3 of our trustees out to do some tree planting. We
have chosen to plant some Black Poplar (Populus nigra ) because we already have one specimen on
site and the species is very suitable for wet ground. These trees grow to 30m and can live for 200 years.
They are the plant food for many moth caterpillars, including the hornet, wood leopard, polar hawn and

figure of eight.
12 whips were planted by Tim, Ian and Rosemary - five along side the hedge on the existing Black Polar,
three around the second pond, two next to the Carr (meadow side) and two along side the boardwalk
near the Ash. We hope that there will be a mixture of male and female trees amongst them! We are told
that it is practically impossible to tell the difference at this stage.
The Woodland Trust indicates that only around 7,000 wild black poplars now grow in Britain and of
these, only 600 are female trees. Black poplar is dioecious, meaning male and female flowers are found
on separate trees. Flowers are catkins (male catkins are red and female catkins are yellow-green), and
are pollinated by the wind.
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